
Background 

Of 80 million beneficiaries WFP reaches annually 
worldwide, 50 percent are farmers. 

Ensuring that smallholder farmers are active members of 
the value chain presents an important opportunity to 
assist their move away from subsistence farming. 
However, careful design and implementation is needed to 
mitigate risks specific to working with smallholder 
farmers. 

Enabling large-scale systemic changes in market systems 
has been identified as a critical need in Tanzania. 
Addressing high levels of post-harvest loss is essential. 
WFP’s strategy for agricultural value chains aims to 
complement the national strategy for agricultural 
development. To complement the national strategy, WFP 
has co-designed a multi-stakeholder initiative to increase 
the incomes of 250,000 smallholder farmers in prioritized 
regions by 2021.  
 
Through this initiative, WFP coordinates an alliance of 
partners enabling private and public sector actors to 
provide access to credit and insurance services, 

 

 

Strategic Outcome Three: Targeted smallholders in prioritized districts will 

have increased access to agricultural markets by 2030. 
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addressing the causes of post-harvest losses in key 
commodity crops, access to extension services and quality 
inputs and access to markets.  

Nutrition 

WFP will apply a nutrition-sensitive approach in its 
implementation, focusing on promoting crop diversification, 
investing in technologies to ease women’s workload, and 
incorporating nutritional Social Behaviour Change 
Communication  (SBCC) in agricultural trainings 

Gender 

Women farmers will be specifically targeted under Strategic 
Outcome 3 both in farming and in small-scale processing. 
Youth, who are employed as wage labourers in farming, 
processing, as well as retail and distribution channels will 
also be targeted. 

Beneficiaries  
Targeted  

4-year Planned  
Budget 

Percent of Total 
Budget 

250,000 US$ 22 million 6% 
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Activities 

1) Ensure inclusion of smallholder farmers, 
particularly women farmers, in formal value chains 
by facilitating access to a comprehensive package of 
services and support products.  
WFP will collaborate with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries and other stakeholders to 
facilitate changes in selected market systems within the 
value chain, ultimately contributing to strengthening 
wider national food systems.  

2) Promote climate-smart agriculture and crop 
diversification. 
WFP Tanzania will work closely with government 
ministries involved in climate change. This will enable 
scaling up of the WFP pilot climate services project into 
more integrated interventions including the WFP Rural 
Resilience Initiative (R4), and other weather insurance 
pilots. 

Outputs 

1) Targeted smallholder farmers benefit from WFP 
value chain support in order to  have improved 
access to profitable markets and increase their 
incomes.  

Building on the success of 2015-2016, the business 
model aims to support 50,000 farmers by the end of the 
2016/2017 season, and 250,000 by 2021. Of these, at 
least 30 percent, and up to 50 percent will be women.  

2) Targeted smallholder farmers benefit from 
increased availability of financial and insurance 
services in order to increase production and 
incomes.  

Due to a combination of annual rainfall patterns, lack of 
access to credit and lack of guaranteed markets, 
smallholder farmers in Tanzania often struggle to find the 
means to invest in agriculture. WFP will help smallholder 
farmers access services such as credit, high quality inputs, 
extension services and post-harvest technologies while 
gaining reliable access to more profitable markets such as 
commercial maize processors.  

3) Targeted smallholder farmers benefit from 
improved availability of climate-smart agricultural 
services and products in order to increase productivity 
and incomes and mitigate the negative effects of 
climate-change.  

Advocacy for the uptake of both climate-smart agriculture 
and diversified production systems involving nutritious 
crops. Innovative risk management, transfer and 
management products that enable smallholders to adapt to 
climate shocks will also be explored.  

WFP Tanzania work closely with the Government under 
the leadership of the Vice President’s Office, which acts as 
custodian of environment and climate change in Tanzania.  

4) Targeted smallholder farmers benefit from 
increased access to household and community storage 
infrastructure in order to reduce post-harvest losses 
and increase incomes.  

Post-harvest food loss is a contributing factor to food 
insecurity, under-nutrition, and hunger in Tanzania, 
directly impacting the lives of smallholder farming 
families. Most of that loss is due to inadequate handling 
and storage practices at the household level. By utilizing 
simple and effective technologies, WFP to help reduce 
farmers loses, effectively increasing their incomes.  
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Follow us on Twitter: 

@WFP_Tanzania 
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